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Multi-Monitor Adapters for Laptops
By Joe Burnett
Since most survey vessels use laptops for their data collection computer, you are typically 
limited to one additional display connection. Newer laptops may have one or more of the 
following types of display connections: 

   
When collecting multibeam, side scan, single beam, sub-bottom, and/or additional data 
simultaneously, there are typically many display windows and control programs that must be 
up and running on your monitors. It is nice, if all of these can be displayed simultaneously, 
without being covered up by one another, or being decreased in size, to the point where they 
are not legible. It would also be nice, if we could have more monitors to display all of these 
windows, without any hindrance.
Recently, I was on a training mission and was introduced to some video adapters that can 
alleviate these issues. Some of these adapters are made by Matrox. Here is some 
information from their website:
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As many as two (2) of these TripleHead2Go devices can be connected to your laptop at one 
time.
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In addition to the Matrox adapters, the Plugable Co. has many USB-to-Video adapters:

         

As many as six (6) of these adapters can be connected to your laptop at one time.
All of the adapters shown in this article are relatively inexpensive, and I was able to find them 
all at www.amazon.com and many other computer sales websites.

I would like to ask everyone that reads this article, to send me any information about any 
ingenious device that they have seen or used that has simply resolved an equipment or 
computer issue in your system’s integration.

Please email them to joe@hypack.com. Thank you.
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